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“Remember, remember always, that all of us, and you and I especially, are
descended from immigrants and revolutionists.” 

― Franklin D. Roosevelt

Introduction

Under  the  Charter,  the  Security  Council  has  primary  responsibility  for  the

maintenance  of  international  peace  and  security.  It  has  15  Members,  and  each

Member has one vote. Under the Charter, all Member States are obligated to comply

with Council decisions.

The Security Council takes the lead in determining the existence of a threat to the

peace or  act  of  aggression.  It  calls  upon the  parties  to  a  dispute  to  settle  it  by

peaceful means and recommends methods of adjustment or terms of settlement. In

some cases, the Security Council can resort to imposing sanctions or even authorize

the use of force to maintain or restore international peace and security.

The Security Council also recommends to the General Assembly the appointment of

the Secretary-General and the admission of new Members to the United Nations.

And, together with the General Assembly, it  elects the judges of the International

Court of Justice.

Immigration is  the  international  movement  of  people  into  a destination country of
which they are not natives or where they do not possess citizenship in order to settle
or reside there, especially as permanent residents or naturalizedcitizens, or to take-
up employment as a migrant worker or temporarily as a foreign worker.

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/219075.Franklin_D_Roosevelt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_worker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Migrant_worker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Employment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naturalization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Permanent_residency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizenship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Country


 

Transnational Threats and the United Nations

The Security Council  has several  times noted with  concern the consequences of
transnational threats, such as organized crime and drug trafficking, on international
peace and security.
It  repeatedly noted the role played by drug trafficking and organized crime in the
emergence  of  conflicts  in  places  such  as  Afghanistan
(Resolution 1817/2008 and Resolution 1890/2009), Haiti (Resolution 1892/2009) and
Guinea Bissau (PRST of 15 October 2008 and 5 November 2009).
It  also  considered  the  issue  on  a  more  general  point  of  view  in Resolution
1373/2001on Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts (the
Council “[noted] with concern the close connection between international terrorism
and  transnational  organized  crime,  illicit  drugs,  money-laundering,  illegal  arms-
trafficking, and illegal movement of nuclear, chemical, biological and other potentially
deadly material”) and in PRST/2009/32 on Peace and Security in Africa (“the Council
notes with concern the serious threats posed in some cases by drug trafficking and
related transnational organized crime to international security in different regions of
the world, including in Africa”).

A threat to security

Transnational  threats  create  roots  for  the  development  of  regional  and  global
tensions.  Drug  trafficking  and  related  transnational  organized  crime  encourage
money laundering  and makes  possible  the  financing  of  non-governmental  armed
groups. Organized crime networks threaten effective state control  on borders and
territories. They undermine the authority of  states,  spread corruption and weaken
economic development. Therefore, they pave the way for radicalisation processes
that can lead to violent extremism and terrorism. Insurgents and criminals develop
close ties to profit from this instability and in some cases create the conditions for
such instability.
As a matter of  fact,  transnational  threats are a destabilizing factor in every crisis
where the United Nations operates. They take advantage of the weakness of states
in conflict  situations and make the return to peace and economic development a
more protracted and more difficult process for those 
states.

A growing challenge

The international community adopted several conventions in order to counter 
transnational threats in a comprehensive approach:
— the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961,
— the Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971,
— the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances of 1988,
— the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime of 2000,
— the United Nations Convention against Corruption of 2003.

http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/get?open&jn=N0963855
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&jn=N0155743
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&jn=N0155743
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&jn=N0959565
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&jn=N0855178
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=S/RES/1892(2009)&lang=E
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=S/RES/1890(2009)&lang=E
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=S/RES/1817(2008)&lang=E


However,  in  the  last  decades,  advances  in  technology,  open  borders  and  open
markets created greater cross-border opportunities for criminal groups. As a result,
organized  crime  has  diversified,  gone  global,  and  has  reached  macro-economic
proportions.  It  developed  even  closer  links  with  drug  trafficking,  corruption  and
terrorism. It  poses a greater threat to national  and global  security than when the
Convention  against  Transnational  Organized  Crime was  adopted.  No  part  of  the
world is immune. Particularly vulnerable are post-conflict regions, areas where the
rule of law is weak and countries that suffer from under-development.

UN and the fight against drug trafficking threats posed by drug trafficking to
international security

As reaffirmed by the Permanent Representative of France in his statement to the
Security Council on 8 December 2009, the consequences of these threats can be
seen on three levels:
 Drug trafficking weakens States since it is accompanied by increased crime (from

cartel wars to the development of transnational organized crime), corruption (which
weakens the capacity of Governments to take action) and because in some cases it
is used to finance armed groups.
 Because  of  its  transnational  nature,  drug  trafficking  also  contributes  to  the

destabilization  of  entire  regions.  The  international  community  has  reacted  by
implementing regional initiatives to combat drug trafficking, such as the Paris Pact of
May 2003 devoted to the drug routes from Central Asia to Europe.
 Finally,  drug  trafficking,  owing  to  its  links  with  illicit  international  networks,  has

become a key factor with regard to threats against international security. In its recent
report  the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime revealed the role that drug
trafficking plays in funding, not only the insurgency in Afghanistan, but also extremist
groups in a number of countries in Central Asia. The terrorist networks finance their
activities  partially through drug trafficking,  without  the  drug traffickers  themselves
necessarily  being  aware  of  it.  The  international  community  recognized  the  link
between drugs and international  security in the political  statement adopted at the
52nd session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (March 2009).
Drug trafficking is a global problem; it is not enough just to look at its economic and
social  consequences,  it  must  be  addressed  by  the  institutions  responsible  for
international peace and security. As underlined by the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime in its 2008 annual report, the international community must make global
measures  to  tackle  the  cross-cutting  threats  of  drug-trafficking,  organized  crime,
corruption and terrorism a key priority.

Corruption 

Systemic  corruption  has  an  unrecognized  bearing  on  international  security.
Policymakers  and  private  companies  often  pay insufficient  attention  to  corruption
when  deciding  what  foreign  and  defense  policies  to  pursue  or  where  to  invest.
Greater understanding of  the nature of acute corruption and its impact  on global
security would contribute to a better assessment of costs and benefits and therefore
to improved policy and practice. 



Security Implications of Severe Corruption

 Acute corruption should be understood not as a failure or 
distortion of government but as a functioning system in which 
ruling networks use selected levers of power to capture specific 
revenue streams. This effort often overshadows activities 
connected with running a state.
 

 Such systematic corruption evokes indignation in populations, 
making it a factor in social unrest and insurgency. 
 

 It contributes to other international security threats, such as 
symbiotic relationships between states and transnational 
organized crime networks, facilitation for terrorist organizations, 
permeable international security regimes, and acute economic 
disruptions.
 

 Corruption does not fuel these threats alone. It combines with 
other risk factors, such as ethnic, religious, or linguistic rifts in a 
population or severe economic disparities, to increase the 
likelihood of a security challenge.
 

 Western policymakers typically prioritize other considerations, 
such as immediate security imperatives, the economic or strategic
value of maintaining relations with a given government, or return 
on investment, over corruption concerns. As a result, Western 
institutions and individuals often enable corrupt governments, 
exacerbating security threats and incurring sometimes dangerous 
reputational risk. 

Security threats

Many analysts see corruption—or “elite bargains”—as constituting a factor of stability
in some cases, as long as competing networks divide the spoils rather than fighting
over them. Making this argument in the context of Afghanistan and India, one analyst
contends  that  elite  corruption  has  been  pivotal  in  creating  political  stability  and
promoting developmental goals. “Corruption,” he contends, “must be accepted as an
undesirable  but  nonetheless  potentially  legitimate  mechanism  for  engaging  with
societies organized along different lines.”  U.S. President Barack Obama, in a 2009
BBC interview, described then Egyptian president Mubarak as a “force for stability
and good in the region.”

One such threat, still often underestimated, is the rage that acute—and especially
structured and concentrated—corruption can ignite in its victims and the likelihood
that some will express that rage in violent or destabilizing ways. Every country that
harbors  an  extremist  insurgency  today  suffers  from  kleptocratic  governance,
including  such apparent  outliers  as  the  Philippines or  Thailand.  The  motivational
literature of those extremist movements is littered with references to corruption.22  



Every  government  that  faced  significant  mass  protests  during  the  2011  Arab
uprisings,  from  Tunisia  to  Egypt,  Syria,  Bahrain,  and  Yemen,  perpetrated  acute
corruption on behalf of narrow cliques that included top government officials and their
close relatives.  Marchers  shouted anticorruption  slogans,  while  posters  displayed
political leaders behind bars. Ukraine is just the most recent country on that list. And
as mobile and electronic communications give citizens more access to information
and to each other, levels of outrage—and mobilization—are likely to keep rising. 

Where  the  United  States  or  other  Western  countries  are  seen  as  enabling  the
kleptocratic practices of corrupt governments, moreover, some of the victims’ rage
will inevitably be directed outward, past the hated regime and toward its perceived
American or allied backers.

Transitional organized crime

Transnational  organized  crime  (TOC)  poses  a  significant  and  growing  threat  to
national  and  international  security,  with  dire  implications  for  public  safety,  public
health, democratic institutions, and economic stability across the globe. Not only are
criminal networks expanding, but they also are diversifying their activities, resulting in
the convergence of threats that were once distinct and today have explosive and
destabilizing  effects.  This Strategy organizes  the  United  States  to  combat  TOC
networks  that  pose  a  strategic  threat  to  Americans  and  to  U.S.  interests  in  key
regions.

Penetration of State Institutions, Corruption, and Threats to Governance

 Developing countries with weak rule of law can be particularly susceptible to TOC
penetration. TOC penetration of states is deepening, leading to co-option in a few
cases and further weakening of governance in many others. The apparent growing
nexus in some states among TOC groups and elements of government—including
intelligence services—and high-level business figures represents a significant threat
to economic growth and democratic institutions. In countries with weak governance,
there  are  corrupt  officials  who  turn  a  blind  eye  to  TOC  activity.  TOC  networks
insinuate themselves into  the political  process in a  variety of  ways.  This  is often
accomplished through direct  bribery (but  also by having members run for  office);
setting  up  shadow  economies;  infiltrating  financial  and  security  sectors  through
coercion  or  corruption;  and  positioning  themselves  as  alternate  providers  of
governance, security, services, and livelihoods. As they expand, TOC networks may
threaten stability and undermine free markets as they build alliances with political
leaders,  financial  institutions,  law  enforcement,  foreign  intelligence,  and  security
agencies.  TOC  penetration  of  governments  is  exacerbating  corruption  and
undermining  governance,  rule  of  law,  judicial  systems,  free  press,  democratic



institution-building, and transparency. Further, events in Somalia have shown how
criminal  control  of  territory and piracy ransoms generate significant  sums of  illicit
revenue and promote the spread of government instability.

Threats to the Economy, U.S. Competitiveness, and Strategic Markets

TOC threatens U.S. economic interests and can cause significant damage to the
world financial system through its subversion, exploitation, and distortion of legitimate
markets and economic activity. U.S. business leaders worry that U.S. firms are being
put at a competitive disadvantage by TOC and corruption, particularly in emerging
markets  where  many perceive  that  rule  of  law  is  less  reliable.  The  World  Bank
estimates about $1 trillion is spent each year to bribe public officials, causing an array
of  economic distortions and damage to  legitimate economic activity. The price of
doing business in countries affected by TOC is also rising as companies budget for
additional security costs, adversely impacting foreign direct investment in many parts
of the world. TOC activities can lead to disruption of the global supply chain, which in
turn diminishes economic competitiveness and impacts the ability of U.S. industry
and  transportation  sectors  to  be  resilient  in  the  face  of  such  disruption.  Further,
transnational criminal organizations, leveraging their relationships with state-owned
entities, industries, or state-allied actors, could gain influence over key commodities
markets  such  as  gas,  oil,  aluminum,  and  precious  metals,  along  with  potential
exploitation of the transportation sector.

Expansion of Drug Trafficking

Despite demonstrable counterdrug successes in recent years, particularly against the
cocaine trade, illicit drugs remain a serious threat to the health, safety, security, and
financial  well-being of Americans. The demand for illicit  drugs, both in the United
States and abroad, fuels the power, impunity, and violence of criminal organizations
around the globe. Mexican DTOs are escalating their violence to consolidate their
market share within the Western Hemisphere, protect their operations in Mexico, and
expand their reach into the United States. In West Africa, Latin American cartels are
exploiting local criminal organizations to move cocaine to Western Europe and the
Middle East. There have also been instances of Afghan DTOs operating with those in
West Africa to smuggle heroin to Europe and the United States. Many of the well-
established organized criminal groups that had not been involved in drug trafficking—
including those in Russia, China, Italy, and the Balkans—are now establishing ties to



drug  producers  to  develop  their  own  distribution  networks  and  markets.  The
expansion of drug trafficking is often accompanied by dramatic increases in local
crime and corruption, as the United Nations has detected in regions such as West
Africa and Central America.

Human Smuggling

Human  smuggling  is  the  facilitation,  transportation,  attempted  transportation,  or
illegal entry of a person or persons across an international border, in violation of one
or more countries’ laws, either clandestinely or through deception, whether with the
use of fraudulent documents or through the evasion of legitimate border controls. It is
a criminal commercial transaction between willing parties who go their separate ways
once they have procured illegal entry into a country. The vast majority of people who
are assisted in illegally entering the United States and other countries are smuggled,
rather than trafficked. International human smuggling networks are linked to other
transnational  crimes  including  drug  trafficking  and  the  corruption  of  government
officials. They can move criminals, fugitives, terrorists, and trafficking victims, as well
as  economic  migrants.  They  undermine  the  sovereignty  of  nations  and  often
endanger the lives of those being smuggled. In its 2010 report The Globalization of
Crime:  A Transnational  Organized  Crime  Threat  Assessment, the  United  Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) estimated that the smuggling of persons from
Latin America to the United States generated approximately $6.6 billion annually in
illicit proceeds for human smuggling networks.

Trafficking in Persons

Trafficking in Persons (TIP), or human trafficking, refers to activities involved when
one  person  obtains  or  holds  another  person  in  compelled  service,  such  as
involuntary servitude, slavery, debt bondage, and forced labor. TIP specifically targets
the trafficked person as an object of criminal exploitation—often for labor exploitation
or sexual exploitation purposes—and trafficking victims are frequently physically and



emotionally abused. Although TIP is generally thought of as an international crime
that involves the crossing of borders, TIP victims can also be trafficked within their
own  countries.  Traffickers  can  move  victims  between  locations  within  the  same
country and often sell them to other trafficking organizations.

Weapons Trafficking

Criminal  networks  and  illicit  arms  dealers  also  play  important  roles  in  the  black
markets from which terrorists and drug traffickers procure some of their weapons. As
detailed in the 2010 UNODC report The Globalization of Crime, “The value of the
documented global authorized trade in firearms has been estimated at approximately
$1.58 billion in 2006, with unrecorded but licit transactions making up another $100
million or so. The most commonly cited estimate for the size of the illicit market is
10% - 20% of the licit market.” According to the head of UNODC, these “illicit arms
fuel the violence that undermines security, development and justice” worldwide. U.S.
Federal law enforcement agencies have intercepted large numbers of weapons or
related items being smuggled to China, Russia, Mexico, the Philippines, Somalia,
Turkmenistan, and Yemen in the last year alone.

Chair notes:

Hopefully this report gives you a good insight into the problem and what the main
concerns are. 

We hope to have been clear enough on why the topic is important and that it gives
you ideas on how to solve the problem and write the best resolution you can.

See you soon!

Nuša Vučinić

Useful links:



http://eu-un.europa.eu/eu-presidency-statement-threats-to-international-peace-and-
security-caused-by-terrorist-acts-4/

http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/2004-2007/Chapter%208/Thematic/04-
07_8_threats%20to%20international%20peace%20and%20security%20caused
%20by%20terrorist%20acts.pdf

https://www.icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Alex-P.-Schmid-Links-between-
Terrorism-and-Migration-1.pdf

http://economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Global-Terrorism-Index-
2015.pdf

http://www.unhcr.org/4444afc80.pdf

http://www.unhcr.org/4444afc80.pdf
http://economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Global-Terrorism-Index-2015.pdf
http://economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Global-Terrorism-Index-2015.pdf
https://www.icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Alex-P.-Schmid-Links-between-Terrorism-and-Migration-1.pdf
https://www.icct.nl/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Alex-P.-Schmid-Links-between-Terrorism-and-Migration-1.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/2004-2007/Chapter%208/Thematic/04-07_8_threats%20to%20international%20peace%20and%20security%20caused%20by%20terrorist%20acts.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/2004-2007/Chapter%208/Thematic/04-07_8_threats%20to%20international%20peace%20and%20security%20caused%20by%20terrorist%20acts.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/2004-2007/Chapter%208/Thematic/04-07_8_threats%20to%20international%20peace%20and%20security%20caused%20by%20terrorist%20acts.pdf
http://eu-un.europa.eu/eu-presidency-statement-threats-to-international-peace-and-security-caused-by-terrorist-acts-4/
http://eu-un.europa.eu/eu-presidency-statement-threats-to-international-peace-and-security-caused-by-terrorist-acts-4/
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